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Just after the fourth of July, huge
tractor-trailer trucks roll into wwn with
enough stuff o set up a small ciry
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country to compete for I."i]‘!\'l:'l.‘. priie
money and points critical to their vear-
end standing on the horse show circuir.,
The show was started in 1994, when
owners John and Dottie Ammerman
sertled on this area as a perfect spot for
i MAjor equestrian venue. “We waneed
it to be a place where the best riders,
trainers and horse e '|‘l~.' could come
1\*“;,'[!1!.,'[ .||'|.L‘| |'|.|\'I." Fuin Aas "-'|'L"!| dHs COM-
pete,” says Dottie. The scenic Beebe
Farm just off Rr. 7 with itz level mead-

ows and excellent footing provided the
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perfect location. Along with the good
footing, there's also the shopping, fine
~|:I11L:|'|::. '_;|||!.||‘|1_: .'||1,.! CONCert .|I:|.|.| SUMm-
mer theater-going in this arca which
certainly .LF']\L'.lEN to the horse show
LIi |1|'|-|.].

Actually, Cindy Harringron is on
vacation, which means that she LT
vises only five horses, as opposed o the
usual twenty-two, plus the team of pro-
fessional erooms she manages berween
farms in Mew Jersey and Florida, On
top of all that, she rides eight w nine
horses a day. Her specialty is in school-
ing the voungsters through a series of
CRCTCIReS ;11.'\11_}”1‘-.1 to build strength,
coordination and endurance, compara-
ble to exercises required of all athleres
in training. Her quier manner and soft
hands help o inspire confidence as she
and her charges embark on their rigor-
ous daily rounds even though her ef-
fortless-looking style is anything but

CAasY.

She's waiting to be called back for
the second round of a Pre-Green
Hunter Class with DuPont, a magnifi-
cent four vear old, Belgan Warmblood,
one of her favorites. 1 love working
1.1.-||h l]u_- |-.;||-|.;.. {'I.".'h:l[ -Jw calls l]‘n.'
i.nl’_\q_'\ mn |1.-._-[ \',iu"ll. bair 1 do 2et |!"1|4.'LU..R:|
off a lot” she smiles. “lt comes with the
territory”. But when yvou're young with
bones made of rubber, you can duss
vourself off and go back for more,
which is what Cindy and plenty of
other equestrians do almost 24/7.

Life on the circutt is challenging.
It's a series of grueling schedules and
big productions. It's a serious high-
stakes business, which takes discipline
and devotion, to say nothing of money.
“The toughest part isn't the showing,
it’s the moving,” Cindy says. “Every-
thing thar comes out of the rrailers has
to fir back in, perfectly. And forget
about the day off you're supposed
have. If thar's the avel day, you're
working. All of us are in the same boar.
It's like we're gypsies”. Perhaps this ex-
plains why there’s an undeniable “old
home” feeling among evervone at the
show. “But all bets are off, when we ger
in the ring”, she adds, and she ought 1o
know, having been invited to the
championship finals, the ultimate
\.I]E.':l-"l COMmeE rrue I“'T every l"-:l““-'-":Tl:“.-

Yer, while Cindy is here o com-
pete as a world class rider, she is also
here because she loves Vermont, like so
many others here at the show. And,
word is that condirions are even better
1|u.x vear. Five :1l|-1.\l.':|[|!'u.:r NIngEs have
been constructed and schooling areas
expanded. Plus, improvements have
been made o the ground surfaces in
the Grand Prix and jumper rings.
Rared AA, the Vermont Summer Fes-
tival is ranked as the foremost five
weeks of competition in
Vermont.

Comperition aside, the show is re-
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ally about people and horses and hors-
es and people, which is why ir's s0
to warch. Riders zoom
around the show grounds in go-carns

much fun

and mopeds when they're not mounted
on flashy and perfectly groomed horses
and ponies. Youngsters with berib-
boned hair braids canter in the school-
ing or practice rings, along with adult
amateur owner-competitors, their hair
tucked properly in hair nets, capped by

Need a new
water well?

Call Frost for a free estimate.

ROST

(802) 362-1477
EAST DORSET, VT 05253

Is your well
running out
of water?

Call Frost about hydrofracking.

ST

(802) 362-1477
EAST DORSET, VT 05253

No water?
Is your
pump out?

Call Frost the pump specialists.

ST

(802) 362-1477
EAST DORSET, VT 05253

Is your water
quality
unsatisfactory?

Call Frost for water treatment.

ROST

(802) 362-1477
EAST DORSET, VT 05253

SUMMER 2002

A



RILEY RINK
HUNTER PARK

JULY 18
Willie MNelson with Lee Ann Womack

AUGUST 4

Bonnie Raitr with Lyle Lover

AUGUST 31
Alabama

SEPTEMBER 2

BB King Blues Festival
Look for these other events at
Riley er Park this summer

Hunters and jumnpers compete for cash and vank

the requisite hlack velver hunt cap.
Spending a day at the show is like
being at a carmival—a very upscale
camival to be sure. In addition w

world ¢ '.:1|1|~|1-11 horses negotiating a

seres of Dve-Ioor fences, Fr.:l:.' par-
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Rewm o The Fifties™ Dance

JUNE 8
JULY 13 The Vermont Symphony Crchesira
JULY 20 Peter, Paul, and Mary

AUGUST 17 The Vermont 3'".||:|'!:|-:-.'. Owvchistra =

in rl‘ll' |L'.|-.1-'1|:'.'L' i |-|"'\- | |"I|"- 15 a 'i"'.ll':ll. 4
I||.|: Tavonie 1n '|.'1.|||\|| :'.|.i-_:..' |l.'1'l|'||1.|,'r
L.ll‘-"-- i E:l-.lrhllt'l'li'\.llll 1INCS CHC ;".'.":I"I-\.:

y talk about his or her beloved oy
I"1'1I'Il.' .I-'I-‘--II-.|I1'|._ | |II\. r|| o s o one
and all.
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P.O. Box 835, 410 Hunter Park Read,
Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-362- OISDHTGLL FHEE 866-866-2086

by Rink of Hunter Park i3 a noo-piod
il and cuthuigl octiadied lod !

amazing, both hunters and JUIMHCTs
Ghon Gachcodad 10 prowichng recreaiond
dults throishoul the MNaorthshire orea

And just to clarify the difference be-

tween the rwo: Hunter classes judpe

both horse and rider as they work over
jumps and on the flas. They are
judged on appearance and “way of

going.” Jumpers, on the other hand,

MANCHESTER ENGINE WORKS M. f oal are scored ‘on speed and the horse’s
Complete Import & Domestic ability to jump. As horses with knock
ﬂ' =3 A“&- ‘85(% downs or time faults are eliminared,

Auto Repair and Service
fence heights are mised, adding o the
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Harold and Jane Beebes  farm . As
the show has erown, additional land
from the Frost family farm has provid-

ed  stabling and schooling areas. A

modesr admission collected ar the en
teance s d inated to the East Dorset
Fire Lk partment and this year, the
Manchester Rotary

" 1

[his summer, when the creen and
whire horse show jump goes up in the
center of Manchester, welcoming the
i |:|=';-|g'..-r~. oy DOAWTL, W ::-'| KW T

| xfowi il 0?2 Vermo
tome s come Oor the SO0 VEermmont
Summmer Festival. For informartion on
the show schedule, conmact the Man
chester and the Mountains Chamber
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