“Our job is to protect the mountain and the wildlife here.”
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Life at the Top

Artists Hugh and Jean Joudry
live in the summer house of
their dreams—mno electricity,
no phone...and the view is
to die for.

hey're sitting on top of the world! At the peak of Stratton Mountain, close
tor 4000 feer above sea level, is a lone rustic cabin in an idyllic setting, home
1 to mid Octaber
carctakers for the Green Mountain Club,

from June every year to Jeanne and Hugh Joudry, summir

The cabin looks rorally isolated on a map or an aerial photograph, bur,
according to the Joudrys, “during the hiking season, about 40 people pass right
by our cabin every week day and as many as 75-125 on the weekends." When
they first came to Stratton in 1968, only an alrernate Long Trail route went 11'_.'
the cahin, “We saw abour four pru[‘*ll; a month.”

Visitors include L|.|'.'. ~!1-.~:|»1r|rn. ::m! ThrULI:-.:]‘l |‘|!L'k‘l*-ﬂ1'l the |.m=1: Trail and
-"1|1;‘.1| wchian Trail and rourises who ride up o the summat on the ski #’Ul‘h]ﬂ]'-i.
Stratton Base Lodge. The
steep hike from the Lodge to the cabin, when it's too windy for the gondola,

1
‘.qLu,'-\. an |'||:-|J|' and 20 minures.

which ruins all summer in good weather from the

The Joudrys manage it without hreaking a
swear, They're both short, sturdy and strong, with the healthy skin and bright
eves of people who spend a lot of time outside. Jeanne, 56, an abstract land-
scape pamnter with a pentle wit, shows a ]"hl'r[n'_:r.lr'h of them taken their fourth
hobbirs,”

*Here are the she says. They do resemble Bilbo and friends,

SUITNITICT.

except rh.rr :l‘u;""\ in t‘q‘ll-'t‘-.ﬂhﬂt'n :Hh] a _I11]‘|ﬁ Lennon
hilled cap; she's in a miniskirt, her hair flowing.

“The Green Mountain Club’s forte is protecting
the oldest long-distance hiking rrail in the US. Our job
is to protect the mountain and the wildlife here,” says
Hueh, 63

ence and mathemarics who is also an accomplished ab-

. an intense outdoorsman with degrees in sci-
stract sculptor. “Stratton claims a unique role in hiking
p..rh history,” he savs, "l was !iglu here ar the summit,
in 1909, that .l.ill:'h._'.‘- Tavlor conceived of a ‘Long Trail’
thr ‘-uy_:!ﬁ Vermont from Massachuserrs to Canada.” Tay-
lor founded the Strartton Mountain {.‘ll.l|". forerunner of
the GMC. Ar the same site in 1921 Benton MacKaye,
a forester, author, and philosopher, expanded that con-
cepr into what became the A

ppalachian Trail.
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THE JOUDRY'S GET PLENTY OF DROP-IM VISITS FROM FRIENDS,
STRANGERS AND THE MERELY CURIOUS

Ontario, attended a play- started o hail. Junior told us o learn
writing course. He says, “A  the territory and he'd be in rouch, then
fellow student, Francis O°- he disappeared.” “We were torally ill-
Malley, who was a ski bum, equipped,” Jeanne says. “We had one
worked in the summers as a  book, Dostoyevsky’s The Insuleed and the
fire lookout. One day he Injured, an aping smokey Coleman
asked me, ‘Do you want vo  lantern, some cans of Spam and Dinty
go live in the woods?” There Moore beef stew [they're now vegerari-

was an opening at the Strat-  ans| and half a book of marches. At day-
The Joudrys also provide informa-  ton fire rower, and Jeanne and | decided light we discovered thar 18 inches of
tion to people who want to climb the 1oy ic even though we didn’t have any snow had fallen

55-foot fire tower thar stands abour 50 experience.” on May 20!" Hugh
yards from their cabin. The 360-degree “It was a chance o escape the says, “The first day |

VIEW 1% -,||_||'|_'|1\i|..'||,|x_ “On a clear day we  urban turmoil of the late 60%." she ex- went w the op of
can see Mount Marcy and Whireface in  plains. “Junior Harwood was the super- the tower, and
the Adirondacks, the Holyoke range, visor of the area for what was then the  was like being in a
the Caskills, Mount Washington in Vermont Department of Forests and  space ship. We had
Mew Hampshire, and through a notch, Parks. Although he was dubious, he said  contour maps, and 1
even Wachusett Mountain that over-  he'd give us a chance.” Harwood, who  had tw  correlate
looks Boston, abour a 200-mile diame:  the Joudrys revere as the “Paul Bunyan  them with what we
ter,” Hugh savs. of our area,” is now retired. WETE SESIng.

How do vou find a dream job in a Hugh continues. “He took us up the “In those days
dream location like that? In 1968 the trail and said we had to climb the fire all hikers made big
Joudrys were living in Buffalo, Jeanne’s  tower. | was determined not to show my  fires. 1 could use
homerown, where Hugh, originally from  fear—the tower looked shaky and it rtrigonomerry o lo-

www.westrivervall

We’re at the Bottom of the Mountain...
But We’re the Top of the Line

fand only 20 minutes from Bondville!)
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Founded by Dr. Carlos Otis in 1949, Grace Cottage Hospital has been serving the healthcare
needs of the Stratton community for over 50 years. Our hallmark is tender, loving care; our
personalized, professional services, for which we have received national recognition, include:

» 24-hour * Family Practice: * Nurse Practitioner:
emergency services Dr. Robert Backus, Danielle Basta

- Physical therapy, Dr. Moss L","‘-{T“ . * Physician’s Assistant:
occupational therapy, Dr. Teresa Fitzharris Anne Cloutier
speech therapy * Pedliatrician:

» Podiatry Dr. Elizabeth Linder

OTis II.'r.'ll:l:' Codtage Haospital
* Padiatrists: Dr. David (TIRYRIIE| Vo Cuipatient Clinic
Liebow, Dr. Kim Liebow AT ©atton House
Heins Home
Vallew Health Council
Messenger Valley Pharmacy

* X-ray department
« Mental Health services

: e s Psychiatrist:
* Full-service Pharmacy

Dr. Judith Tietz
* Midwife: Tami Morse

Route 35, Townshend, Vermont 05353 = 802-365-7357

* Laboratory
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The Joudrys also provide informa-
tion to people who want to climb the
35-foor fire rower thar stands abour 50
vards from their cabin. The 360-degree
view is stupendous. “On a clear day we
can see Mount Marcy and Whirteface in
the Adirondacks, the Holyoke range,
the Carskills, Mount Washington in
Mew Hampshire, and through a notch,
even Wachusen
looks Boston, about a

Mountain that over-
200-mile diame-
ter,” Hugh says.

How do you ind a deecam job ina
dream location like that? In 1968 the
Joudrys were living in Buffalo, Jeanne's
homertown, where Hugh, originally from

WowW W .

Ohntario, attended a ]"'l:'l'g.'-'
writing course. He says, “A
fellow student, Francis O
Malley, who was a ski bum,
worked in the summers a5 a
fire lookout. One day

asked me, ‘Do you want to

E'h'.‘

po live in the woods! There
was an opening at the Strat-
ton fire tower, and Jeanne and 1 decided
to try it even though we didn't have any
experience.”

“It was a chance o escape the
urban turmoil of the late 60%," she ex-
plains, “Junior Harwood was the super-
visor of the area for what was then the
Vermont Deparoment of Forests and
Parks. Although he was dubious, he said
he'd give us a chance.” Harwood, who
the |oudrys revere as the “Paul Bunyan
of our area,” is now retired.

Hugh continues. “He took us up the
trail and said we had o climb the fire
tower. [ was determined nor to show my
fear—the tower looked shaky and in

westrivervalle

THE JOUDRY'S GET PLENTY OF DROP-IN ¥ISITS FROM FRIEMDS,
STRAMGERS AMD THE MERELY CURIOUS

startéd to hail. Junior told us to leam
the territory and he'd be in rouch, then
he disappeared.” “We were torally ill-
equipped,” Jeanne says. “We had one
book, Dostoyevsky’s The Insuleed and the

l smokey Coleman

Injured, an
lantern, some cans of Spam and Dinty

dping
Moore beef stew [they're now vegetari-
ans| and half a book of marches. At day-
light we discovered that 18 inches of
snow had fallen

on May 20" Hugh
says, “The hrse day |
went o the op of
the tower, and it
was like being in a
space ship. We had
contour maps, and |
had correlate
them with what we

[L]

Were seeing.

“In: those days
all hikers made big
could

fires. | use

[HFOnNOomerry to E'i'l-

We’re at the Bottom of the Mountain...
But We’re the Top of the Line

fand only 20 minutes from Bondville!)

« GRACE

A o

et S a5l et gt AL

OTTAGE HOSPITAL™

Founded by Dr. Carlos Otis in 1949, Grace Cottage Hospital has been serving the healthcare
needs of the Stratton community for over 50 years. Our hallmark is tender, loving care; our
personalized, professional services, for which we have received national recognition, include:

» 24-hour
emergency’ .‘\f’r‘n".fff'ﬁ

* Physical therapy,
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« Family Practice:
Dr. Robert Backus,
Dr. Moss Linder,
Dr. Teresa Fitzharris
* Pediatrician:
Dr. Elizabeth Linder
* Podiatrists: Dr. David
Liebow, Dr. Kim Liebow
» Psychialrist:
Dr. Judith Tietz
s Midwife: Tami Morse

* Nurse Practitioner:
Danielle Basta

« Physician’s Assistant:
Anne Cloutier
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cate the fires, bur [ hs il to know the
turf, too. We had a primitive phone o
get in touch with the 12 other towers,
which were put out of commission in
the late 70% and replaced by airplane
surveillance.” The Fire Tower Look-
out Association maintains rhe re-
maining towers that are in good con-
J-.rin:-. T Il..'LI"r.':HII."!'!:Jl. VICWINg,
including the Stratton tower which
was buoile in 1934 by the Civilian
Conservarion Corps.

Caretaking is strenuous but ex-
hilarating work: The Joudrys main-
tain abour nine miles of the trails that
radiate from the summit. “We keep
the corridors open by curting back
brush, plugging up mud holes, collect-
ing litter and often restructure warter

bars o prevent trail erosion,” says

The first day | went to
the top of the tower,
it was like being in a
space ship.

Hugh. “Its always a labor of |'w w

work on the tmil” Jeanne adds, “Last

SUIMNIET Was fl'll.' WCIIEsST We '||. J\u.’il.

and the trail was dissolving, but the

hikers just walked through it or on the

sides. That caused some widening of

the trail that we had to repair.” There
are .|!"- it ._,"": SEASON '|| canets ’II‘{I."I:"'. trom
IJ 'I"-El.'\'l'll' MIry to H1i.||.||: | Ly |:|.|.| Ot [Ei'n."

[ e Tr.iLl .‘-'_-'."-II.‘III.. ‘-'-'l'll.l.]'l i.1'IL|'.I'L|k'." f]"l\'

270-mile Long Trail and 175 miles of

side trails. It coincides with the
,-"-.1~|,'\‘-||:||,;!1|,|n Trail along abour 100
||'||.|4_'*---,lf IE= ||.;:I"|JI_:I|'1 .'k wlx-;‘\'ru‘-n [.1II'|I‘I
[.F-.'||| |'I.J[I-.l| .{:ll."- |:'.:'.I'\.'I|.'r mainte-
MAance; rlhr; |-.ll|-.]T'."- are 5":”‘. of a4 v 'Ell]:-
teer patrol in the Narional Forest.

The Mature Conservancy pur-
chased Stratton summit from the In-
ternational Paper Company in 1985.
The land was then resold ro the feder-
al sovernment and added to che
Green Mountain National Forest, In
1987 the Green Mountain Club and
the LS Forest Service relocated the
Long Trail and Appalachian Trail to
the currént summit route,

Thn,_- |\.|l|\.i]"|."‘-l L'L-*!'I by ten foo
.1]'- Ih-\ Pestor red ori s F il fire wartch

x.::'.'.n. 15 ]'vuwuL'J |".' the US Forest
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Featuring Crest Studios renowned
hand-painted glassware and china,
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We've been asked if it’s a
time-share, but most
people can't believe we
live here for more than
four months every year.

Service for the GMC Caretaker and is
cquipped with simple furmnitore, a
wood stove, an outhouse, and a two-
way radio, but no electricity, heat, or
plumbing. “We're the only carerakers
who live in a cabin by ourselves,”
Jeanne says. “The others live in shel-
ters or lodges. People often think the
cabin is a restroom, espect: 1||'..' WOITIEn
: who ride up on the gondol ]]'u
Your Source: make a beeline for ir.”

“On the other hand,” Hugh adds

= “we've been asked if its a time-share,
appliances i

bur most people can't believe we live

here for more than four months every

SALES & SERVICE year." The cabin isn't a public shelter

(hikers may use a skiers’ warming hut

Contract Pricing quoted. Refer to our Area Services listing
on pages 126-127 for more information.

362“3?06 come ll‘\ !I'll. Lr: III 4 ]i. ATNG  54aYs.

Bonnet Street, Manchester Center, VT 05255 “When I'm making dinner they'll ap-

near the gondola landing) or a restau-
rant. “People are so hungry when they

pear at the door. We don't feed them,
but we tell them they can get all-you-

@G@EGESSGGGGGG From paté can-eat meals at the Base Lodee”

Hil 'l."'r:-| & .1 |.|:"' e !a_‘.gu.'.wh'l ]'-3'
WE NEVER to Pcrrigr to .\'r;u".ll'l1:|u§'h:':.~ Ll'-n»:'{an:::|1I|[I1il_r1.'.!hv|1.-hr'-.|
FORGET IT'S ' LR

accidentally made too much batter.
SUPPOSED TO © LS CX RUILETH

&
BE FUN! TOO' from grlnqers Winhall Rescue in Bondville, whose
Don't misunderstand. At the Kelly to grocerles work Hugh praises highly. Last sum-

Cunterman Tennis Schools yvour mer a teenager wrenched her knee

game will improve dramatically. and l°hnn¥ during a downpour as her group de-

nida P = E :
Our video analysis, instruction scended from the summit o Stratton

technigues and low student/ Walkgr Red' Pond. While the pond careraker,

teacher ratio assure that, i
Todd Owens, carried her, Hugh con-

) 1.’4-.;11;-.'. l,.:.‘:}'-:; |,,11.1.' Frllun'q.-|11|;r*.,1 L_‘-‘H]-
Now thats a cer Kim Kinville dad Je ] 1he

e, and Jeanne climbed

to the north summir to coordinate the
General Store.

'1||L'i.'i."-“‘||.|| HIH|‘1I].1I1L'I.' TeSCLIC,

When a hiker is injured, the
Joudrys coordinate with the rescue
units in Arlington, Wardshora and

But our great school location in
the mountains makes sure that
vour time with us is fun, oo,
Choose from multi-day sessions.,
STRATTON MOUNTAIN,
VERMONT

May-COctober

. gh says, “"Many people have
Stratton’s only Vermont State Hugh says, “Many people have

Liquor Store and ATM on Premise. no sense of distance. A sign at the wp

af the gondola landing says the fire

tower is point eight miles. Once an
STRATTON {.'I'I".'I'll.l:l'll':'ll.'l.'l:-\.il AchIvst l..,l.:l"fi'rl.'-\.! |h.'-'
MOUNTAI N \!"L"ll'll:l! 'INIH.'”[ [ 14] \]l“L'l. WATHAEC |'I|..|\.L'["'\-. ."\
\ilh]‘l{"l-k'lfL! Uy CoIme "t-'u:.:!:l.'r”i"': |.|.E' [ 8]
P'R'O'V']'S'I'O'N'S the tower saying he'd never walked
that far in his life. He thought he'd
The General Store on Stratton walked eight miles when he hadn't

B2-2597-9843 Fan: BO2-297-3513

For complete school information:

(800) 426-3930

www.greattennis.com
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