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HE MANCHESTER Music
Festival ums 21 this summer.

And, like any parent of an unpre
dictable adolescent, Director Michael
Rudiakow is very much relieved thar the
difficulr years of ETOMWITIE are -I|'F".Ir1.'ll1|'L
over, “We've had our share of financial
and spiritual low points,” he says, “None
of s knew what we were Helling Nt an
the beginning. Bur we have had help
from many friends who have made this
festival a splendid success story.”

The ability wo-atracr friends: has
never been a problem for the tall, dis-

tinguished-looking  Rudiakov with has
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.;rl:.::llrhll |'-.|r-~|'~.-.:n woent .II'.-| Cont-

nental wit and charm. Bat back in 1981
he brought quite a bit more than cul-
tured manners with him when he joined
the Manchester Music Festival staff. A
n'l.'lillw': '|'|h-| praciices sewvieral E'.Ilill"-\- H
day—every day—on 2 1691 Grancino,
Rudinkov has roured worldwide as a
soloist and ensemble player and necord-
ed over 30 albums. His mustc studies be:
man in |||- '..|l.|r|| with his father, panist
Eliohu Rudinkov, and were completed ar
the Manhattan School of Music where
{

1] § of .
he s now a Geuliy member

J!I“ AssOC1alon '.'.'.1‘|'. rE!l.' kl-.'.rh'l'n"\-

ter Music Festival beean, oddly enough,
not in Manchester burin China. He was
ERC O LOMIT '-'.l.':]:- SCHTIC llll'lli.'r Ameri-
ciin musicians, amonge them Eugence List
and hiz wife Carroll Glenn. List and his
wife, summer residents of Manchester,
had been presenting concerts at the
Southern Vermont Art Cenrer with var
jours puest stars since the 19505 By the
time they met Michael in China, the
huskand and wife ream haxd l."\.r.ll'll.._ill.,'l.l
their musical relationship with  Ver-
mont. They had made a long-held
-|||,'.||';| a reality }'l. mnstormine r||q-|r

SUINTIRET II'-'IiIx' mite & ?'l1|.'l.-\.|- lor stu
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dents,
they called
Festival. In China they

it the Manchester Music
asked Michael
to join them.

The Lists were interested not l.!'[1|.'5.'
in Michaels musical ability bur also in
his administrative skills. The music fes-
tival business was not new to him. He
was the producer of a concert series
called “Chamber Music at Sarah Law-
in Mew York, an event the Neu
York Times thought worthy enough to

rence”

inchede on their list of recommended
EVEnts 11!.” :I|'ip|.'.|:r|.'-.| m th.L' F‘:I|‘-L'l‘ *.'T‘.'t'}'

Fricay

Michael Rudiakov—the

ferce behind the Festival

Michael's new position ook him
out of the city and brought him 1o Ver-
mont. Summer music festivals were be-
coming enormously popular. This move
seemed to him to be an ideal opportuni-
ty—and an ideal place—to pursue his
ambition to perform and 1o educate. But
ke soon found his city concert experi-
ence to be of extreme value becaise, un-
SO]OTL :n‘::r
hiz amival. Only two years after joining
the Music Festival sraff, Michael found
“with the whole thing falling
into-my lap.”

formunately, both Lists died

himseli

Rather than abandon his new-
found calling in Vermont, Michael de-
cided to take on the directorship of the
come there
would be times when he would QUESTION

I{'.ﬁ.l'l‘-'.lll. |l'|. rII'H.! WLErs Lo

this decision. In fact, he now admits
11"‘|.|[ T]'l.l.' “'!\I.llt' L"“.IL'T'I."'TE.‘;‘.' WS 1|H|'Lh
more challenging than he ever imag-
ined it would be. The Famnge « of pcrm'nnnl
and professional skills required o keep
the whole thing going was stageering,
and Michael was responsible for every
“But when rimes got
he recalls,
over and over that if | can’t make a suc-

facer and detail.
rough,” “1 would rell myself
cess of this, | can't do anvthing.”

Bur make a success, he did. Today
the Manchester Music Festival includes
a4 seTies nt. SUETRITECT EVEnIng CONncens, as
well as a number of special holiday con-
CErms dnrl.u;.: the year. In :1-.1L|I.l1nl‘| lhl.'l':.‘
are more than 20 free concerts, a sum-
mer school where young preprofession:
als have the opportunity 1o study with
gruest artists, summer music classes for
a 15-piece
performs every fall at schools through-

children, orchestra which
out Mew England and a resident cham-
ber music group.

Michael is a survivor. This is what
people say about him and perhaps this is

vermont
Bracelet

by Kimet Hand

e

Sterling + Sterling and 18K gold
tor women and men who love Vermont

A portion of each sale will be donaled o the
Vermoni Instilute of Natural Sciencas
800-854-6388 - B02-362-4971

vermont Bracelet by Kimet Hond
Box 827
Manchester, VT 05254

Your source for Sithouame® shadings,
Duetie®shades, pleoted shodes,
horizoniol ond vedticol blinds, and
coandinated fobrics.

ofthe SUN

Now located next to Great Quedoors
Manchester Depot Station
Boutes 11730, Manchester Center
362-4070 1-800-639-2603

SUMMER 1995 45



wer 125 Dealers in owo
separate hisvoric buildings
IIi.'\HlL"ai Ik |h|.' t :||r|:|.'| o I\"I.'\ \f'ul\.'

village of East Arlington.
COrpen year-round % am - 5 pm daily

EAST ARLINGTON
ANTIQUES CENTERS

o0

4’6:?!3(, Ig’ﬁfc’f .
'E’a{:vd/

Sun_ume-_r Conceris
in Vermont
July 13-August 24

Guest Artist
Ruth Laredo

For tekeia, inflormanion, or brochare
(RO 362-1956 « (R0} GID-SE6H
Pl Rox 1165, Manebeiter Center, YT 05255
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' You Shop.!
' We Ship. |
I Antiques fo Antigua? Paintings to !
: Pocatello? Whirligigs 1o Washington?
i Anything you buy or collect in the
 area’s fine shops and galleries, the Shipping
{ Center can professionally pack and ship
I home for you — sofely and economically. 1
| And, if you must work while visiting, |
I the Shipping Center carries a copious !
selection of office and stationery supplies; :
I plus we offer FAX and copier services. We

1 (@n help you become even more efficient. |
1 Your boss will love you. You'll thank us.

M UPS Sarvics # Packing * Custorm Crating
Copy & FAX Services = Dffice & Stotionery Supphies
Yermant Foods » Gift Baskets
In Manchester , Route TA, Green Mountein Villoge Shop.
Mon — Fri 9:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-7
802 » 362 » 4226
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what'’s made it possible for him o endure
the dark days. Born in Paris, he grew up in
lsrae]l and & no stranger to the requine-
menis for survival. His tenacicy, he says, is
inspired by the history of lsrael. "The idea
of something small that keeps growing
was always with me from the beginning,”
he recalls. *1 always believed the program
should have a strong center, like a sun
with rays that reach out to many ]"l.'.l';."L“:.“

In the early vears Michael’s studio in
his home in Riverdale, New York, dou-
bled as the festival office. With a great
deal of help from his wife, Judith, Michael
managed o combine his career as a musi-
cian with the responsibility
of mnning the festival. He
describes his studio in those
days as “litvered with corre-
spondence and papers on
behalf of the festival, We
were raising funds, manag-
arid han-
dling all the mailings from
my -small office.”
also performing with the

ing the festival

He was
Brooklyn  Philharmonic,
rouring with his cousin-in-
Shoshana
Rudiakov, and teaching.
Amazingly, Michael
’h“l".i.l h.L' Wils Iil.t‘n‘ihL: L |

law, pianisc

1]“.:' (i} .IE!'Il'\“'lHTll'll'l Hr‘ :!I.]]".l'li'
istration and performance.
“I lowe o speak o com-
posers and consult with | | |
them. ln.-ruu'r the challenge el with
of creating something out
of nothing, giving pleasure
and knowledge 1o people. This is a differ-
ent kind of teaching. | don’t really mind
l:|:'||.' n..Iunﬁintr.utn.'g- duru-.x. [ Fels me 0o
people I wouldn't meet otherwise.”

Adfrer his first vear with the festival,
Michael says,

]'\l.' CAmmE AWy “'Ith e

simple idea: ¥l knew that without wide-
spread community support, we would noe
survive,

In the 19808 the fiestival worked very
hard 1o build visibility by performing for
free. One year the festival players gave 40
concerts in 42 days in places as diverse as
Mother Myrick’s and bank lobbies. “One
windy day,"
brought o small orchestra o the litde
space n r.l'lﬂﬂ |lf ]:.leur'.' p\.'-llll! H:Ink. 1':';!'.'

Michael remembers, "l

stands and even had
L= “F" - ] WAL TV &Ny 'ILIH] 1. .I'l: I.N‘U.‘I'\!“-' 'l:l'ln!l.'n.l LV} p

el up |.ILII ll.[lr'!.'

holding the music down while we were
playing!"

From the beginning, Michael’s in-
stinctive flair for teaching made the Man-
chester Musie Festival more than 5i:|1]\lw_r i
series of concerts. He wanred 1o make this
"We weren't
“We
Witre n:n|l,' dnm:,: the festival o exercise
our profession. But 1 realized quickly thae
we would have o do more
" In 1985
the Manchester Music Festival began a
rwo-week education program for children
unigue in the world of summer festivals,

ld."‘d: I '.":’ll L |!1'I.|.‘T]! 1I0E specl I1|.

professional fund-raisers,” he says,

to da well,
than just perform in the summer

———

som Amel Budiakow

The festival's
combination of summer classes and per-

Young Amists Program, a

formances, became a well-respecred sum-
mer program and has grown considerably
since Michael’s first year when “we haid
foar cello reachers for five cello studenes!”

The Young Artists Concert Series to-
day is noted for its variety, inft nm'n!]lt',' andd
high spirits. "It is magical,” says Michael,
“the way students amive speaking four or
five different languages and in just a few
days are performing rogether beaurifully.”
Sometimes its also magical the way they
AFTIVEe: OTe Year a _|i||'1.l:l'l.|;:w,' student took a
taxi from JFK Airport to Manchester and
the driver only charged him 3300

Former board president Arthur Sil-
verman attributes a pood deal of the suc-

cess of the festival to Michaels onsaniza-



o, IHI.H.:._I!

tional skills: “Aside from being a fantas-
tic musician he is also a wonderful orga-
nizer and 1!1]*[! ymiat. He has foresight and
vision. In all my years of working with
arts groups | have never warked with a
person as knowledpeable, as enthusias-
tic—as nice—as Michael.” Or as dedi-
cated. Ralph Bailey, former CEO of
Conoco Ohl, is the current president of
the board and you might say the job
came with his house. According to
Michael, he “roped Ralph Bailey into
the MMF business as soon as the ink
Jrluxl on his contract Tu'|‘ll'l-' his house in
Dorser. The previous owner, Mrs, Ber-
nice Beyers, was a great friend o the
MMF and a large donor. When she died,
her son Robert
Ralph...l introduced myself over the
phone as =oon as they took possession.”

Ower the years the number of vol-

sold the house o

unteers has grown steadily. Festival
headquarters is now in a three-room of-
fice.on Elm Street in Manchester, and a

part-time secretary has allowed Michael

(1} 1|1':|,1 lhl; floor of his studio again. H‘r
the past three seasons the festival’s
Thursday night performances have been
sold out, but for many years audiences
weren't 2o easy to find, and neither was
money. Former treasurer Morman Bald-
win remembers the race o deposic the
contributions collecred [‘th"lh_.' N LM 1o
meet payroll. “Somehow we managed w I
stay one dollar ahead of the hills.”
Michael tells a story about the ear-
ly days which illustrates the enenzy, op-
rimism, flexibility and sheer good luck it

takes to run his organization. “For one
summer fund-raising concert,” he re-
calls, "we had to !\rlnu Aan 1|pn;:|1|! PN
tor the home of b:."l'l]':'!.' Dickenson, the fa-
mous Marble House in Dorser. We had
the large room all checked out—how
many we could sear, where the food and
refreshments would be, erc. But only a
few hours before the event, we found we
could not get the piano up the namow
stairs of that old house. So we had o
play in the garden, which luckily has a
natural setting for a stage. Iv threatened |
to rain, so we prayed. Then, just before
time for the performance, the sun came |
out and the whole évent tumed out to
I."'l_" | HIL‘.I[ ﬂ.l!l:\,'l.':\."-.“

Despite a lintle luck and a lot of
hard work, in 1991 the festival found it-
self ar a muming point. The various pro- |

Grafton Village Cheese Company

Gralton Cheese is crafted by the hands of
a master cheese maker as it was 100 years
ago. The result & an honest Vermont
Cheddar Cheese that will wruly delight

Historic Grafton, Vermont
A Restored 19th Century Village

_“'ﬂ'-.

The Old Tavern at Grafton

The centerpicce of historic Grafton Village
since 1801, The Old Tavern offers exquisite
dining, sixty-six anmque-fumished accom
modations and the Phelps Barn Pub. In is

you, Come visit us.. . warch and taste in a class

truly “in a world of it own..
by itsell™ Serving breakfase, lunch and

our Award-Winning Cheddar as i [,.”'1-"

its being made, Retail store open | aa = y | dinner daily. Live entertainment in
M-F 8:30-4:30, weckends, 10-4. . W&/ =/ the Phelps Barn Pub. Year-round

F i Lok ] s
1-800-GRAFTON UNDATY=" , fivities. 1-800-843-1801

July 3, 1995 Vermon: Symphony Concere ar Grafton Ponds
f;:{y 1o }":.lrg String Cuartet, (MNd Tavern Concers Series at the White Church
Asuguse 12 Old Tavern Toun & Conntry 5 & 10 K Footrace
August 20 Chris Kleeman presents “Bed Rock Blues”, Old Tavern Concert Series
Most Sundays  Grafton Coronet Band plays on the Village Green at 7 pm

Carr THE InFormaTion CenTER (802) 843-2255 Orexn Dany, 10-5

Sage Hill Restaurant
at Stratton Mountain Inn!

Offering a different menu every evening
with New England favorites and

delicious summer fare!
Breakfast 7-10 am.  Dinner 5:30-10 p.m.
Children's menn
Air conditioned

Ak I
RESTAURANT
The Tavern

Offering light fare and libations.
Open from 11:30 a.m. till legal closing  Lunch: 11:30 aum. to 1:30 pm.

For parties and catering call Megan Toohy at (802) 297-2500

J
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! You can’t forget

a garden

=Loulse Driscoll

For creative landscaping designs and
plantings, call on the gardening
professionals at Mettowee Mill Nursery,

the oldest family-owned nursery in the
region. Our healthy and hardy

perennials, annuals, herbs, trees and

flowering sh rubs will complement your

.\I (AL |I1 '\Ih| \IH'HE I l'\il'- ||

combnued

LTS needed o be 1,".».'1‘.I:'I.|jl.‘-ui if they
were to survive, bur funds were shor,
Once apain the sun came out, this time
in the miraculous appearance of a musi-
cal angel holding a 575,000 check
which \_.Ir.,!E'lllll;L'-\.l the festival to its next
stage. A subesc Ti|~tm|1 series was created
which made it possible to invite cele-
brated performers of intermational
starure like Bermard Greenhowse, Jaime
Laredo, Sharon Robinson, and Eupenia
Zuckerman o perform in Manchester.
At 21, the festival is hitting s
stridde. Audiences are up, programs are
THEMWY |!"|;|:'|l_; nr.i-d,':l'l:'\.! YVEar l|I'|II'|-.| .I1‘:l.{ I:ht'

life at home and at work. We specialize L R e 7 fesrivals work has attracted the atten-

in distinctive country g ""1"”"" 4 : : tion of important funders like the Mokil
Foundation. Michael and Judith still ds-
22 vears of landscaping and design service 1 A_wEY k , vide their time between Manchester
? ; and Mew York where he continues o

P R | \ 3>
"oV Y5 NURSERY Gl e HIS SEEMED TO BE AN

-
route 30 — one mile north of the

dorset village green - 325-3007 - open daily i #e ; : IDEAL OPPORTUNITY
S - y : AND AN IDEAL
, DS The 4 i PLACE—1O PURSUI
HIS AMBITION T(

PERFCRN AN
WESTON BOWL MILL 1O FDUCATE

: and ANNEX
CARVED SIGNS T o Woman VT S teach and ro perdform with the Brooklyn

302-324 6219

23K Gold House Signs O o s Philharmonic and she reaches at the
Whimsfcal Weathervanes "~ Wesion, ¥T 05161 Chapin School. Fortunately, the direc-
Hﬂifﬂfﬂi{' Folk Art r.;?}FllE‘%?Eﬁ” tor now also has a young assistant, Ariel

Rudiakaov, his and Judith’s 30-year-old

Banners, Vinyl Letters, Logos

son who has formed a permanent Man-

l_'I'II'\1|.'r"|\.|\I.'I\.| Eroup l.'.I”L'\.l I]'“' ?'-1.m-

Mon.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-4 or by Appt.
Jot. Rt. 7-A & Center Hill Road, Manchester

chester Chamber Players, which has just

released is first CDL He s also a pari-

CHme r':.; ulty nu-nﬂ*«.'r at Burr and Burton
Seminary in their Arms in l:|:'u.' Humani-
ties Program and is an adjuncr teacher
ar Bennington Collepe

Ariel could play anywhere in the

I j 1 Hor it e chooses o remain wi
hite T)]IIE 5[3[:111'11:}7 o | | wortds but he chooses o
DELIVERING Your VALUE TO You S e R i vl i

- Fully Computerized UL-listed 24-hour Central Station ate something worthwhile through your

+ Fire »Burglary + Medical +« Low-Temperature - Closed Circuit TV vwn efforts. And besides,” he adds with
! E""I-.i-.l..i '1||i'I|L'. "'.'l'hl."IL' L'I'\L' 'l.l!llll.i E HEL T

foﬂ_free 1 .,BDO-ALAHM-‘I 1 {252-?611} work with my father!™ *
Manchester Center, Viarmont  (802) 362-2411

Mevaen, NATIoNAL BURGLAR & FiRe ALarm Assocumion., Namona FiRe PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
AND VERMONT ALARM & SiGNAL ASSOGIATION

the Manchester Music Festival. “l can’t

see doing anything else,” he said recent-

Friderica Templeton is a Contributing Editor

tor this magarine
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