A stand of trees
grows in Arlingten
which has remained
untouched since

the time

European settlers
first set foot

on American soil

Canfield
f1sher
PInes

by Brooke Morman
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miles north of Arlingron caughr fire

.|||.| i"lll:'.-:x!, ||'.|\.'I:':'_' I||l.' t'.il‘.il

charred and killing the trees and

plants thar lived there. Ax

the time,
the town of Arlingron didn’t exist. | he fire
wits probably started by lightning or by ser
tlers trying to clear rees from prospecrive
farm land

When the flames died out, naoure
T d in immediarely oo fall the ecale e al
blank slate thar was left behind, A puft of
wind carried --|'-g'.|- from some nearby whire

pine trees to the empry ficld where they
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Pines

scattered and began o prow close to-
gether and tall. Soon, their branches
formed a shady canopy above the forest
floor, blocking sunlight from the other
young trees and plants vying for space
tor grow. All of the shorter trees, starved
of light, evenmally died off and the
pine trees continued to grow. Nothing
LlE\rU'l.l\".'hl '-]:L'"l :lthi [h'."!' grew Lo !"L‘
OYVerT A |'||.“'|.|.:|r1.'|.| I.t'l."t r:ll.].

About 5 hundred years after the
fire, Dorothy Canfield Fisher, a Ver-
mont novelise and natoralist entered
the picture. She bought the land on
which the remarkable pine trees were
growing and decided thar they needed
to be preserved in their natural seate,
Since that time the trees have borm her
name—the “Canfield Fisher Pines™—
and they have been
r-rl'l|L'-..'|1.'l.i. .I.I.'1.'i'lTl.|'Ir'|:_'
to the specifications
l]!l;.l.: "]'Ii.' .|['|i] ]!i."" ’.u'lll'l'

1[1.' laid out for them. .
|'|'I 13CE, !ilL".\' iﬁ-l'-'k" Tc-
|||.||.'||:'|I.'l\.! :ll.'ldlhrl]rl:"t"l.{
for nearly another

century, t'!\'l.'1.'|"1 [‘1'|T

removal of dead
fallen  rrees.  Only
once, during World

Woar I, were some of
the trees harvested o
mect the wood short-
e 'L'.ill"'i.".l }“.' 1h|.'
War.

Two centuries of
constant care and
protection have pro-
duced something
truly special—a rare, living example of
an old gprowth forese that has been left
virtually untouched since the time that
sertlers arrived on this continent.

The story of the Canfield Fisher
pines is also the story of the making of
a Narional Natural Landmark, the Na-
tional Park Services highest distine-
areas thar best embody our
country’s natural history. Its a story

mon for

that Bennington County Forester Jim
Whire tells with feeling as we step over
the embankment and through the
brush that separates the Canfield Fish-
er pines from a winding dire road.
“This is one of my favorite places

HIS STAND OF PINE
TREES 15 ONE OF
ONLY TWOQ OLD-GROWTH
STANDS IN THE STATE OF
VERMONT AND
ONE OF THE
VERY FEW IN
THE ENTIRE NATION

to come,” he says, gazing up rowards
the branches that shade us from 120
feer up in the air.

“This stand of pine trees is one of
only two old prowth stands in the state
of Vermont and one of very few in the
entire nation.”

Most of the country’s forests have
been harvested for wood or cleared o
1Il.||‘-:l.' space, iI'.LllhI"II'Il_' (8] I".\:.-'I]'llh'. .1I'|\|
most of the trees that we see now are
yvoung, having been 1‘r-.'-:.-.'l.'\|.-."f by zev
eral penerations of trees. The Canfield
Fisher pines, on the other hand, have
been allowed free reign over their small
forest of 15 acres outside Arlington.
They were designated a Marional MNar-
ural Landmark in 1979 when a group of
botanists from the University of Ver-
mont submiteed a pro-
posal o the federal
EOvVEmment (o Ei""n'l..'
them =0 designated. I
shares this distinetion
as “in important nat-
ural element of our na-
tional heritage to be
protecred” with other
MNational
like Joshua Tree in
Utah, Diamond Head
in Hawaii and Rancho
La Brea in Califonia.

Landmarks

It's an impressive
ritle: Marional Natural
Landmark, one which
s displayed on a lictle
metal plaque near the
road, bur actually the
Canfield Fizsher pines
\j‘-.xl.L for rhemselves. 3":[L'|~;'!i|:1',: NG
their midst is like entering a cathedral.
Around sixry trees cover the area like
tall, slim pillars rising to a uniform ceil-
ing of 120 feer that casts the whole area
in a kind of ethereal shade. The air is
still and cool with the smell of pine,
and a visitor can hear the sound of a
clear mountain stream flowing nearby.

The pines stand far apart,
|'.' :-I[.Il::|:||! .IIh] n.'lﬁl!ui‘ll.'tl.'h.' l""l..i]il.'i"..ll."-\

perfect-

high up into the air. The biggest tree is
only forty one inches in circumference.
White explains that this is because,
“they have FTOWTY 80 clase lu;_'x'[h-.'r

since the time they were seedlings.”



Never choose an
estate planner from an ad.

The rall, thin shape of the Can-
field Fisher pines makes them rather
delicate and especially susceptible to
breakage from storms. In the late
1960%. a rormmado riined three o four
acres  of l;|||_' Lrecs. |.I._i_'|'|!|11['|.::{ I!I.;.I..M
||'.:|.$]\|_'-._i sommne of !]JHIE 'l.\.'.1|1 |.l'-|'|'.: 3\|"Ir-|3'
ing gashes, while others have been split
completely apart.

The trees will probably cutlive all
of us, bur evenrually, the hupe old
'.l.']:.||!|_‘ pines -.l.'||.| |1||.'|l1.:.. 11.'IIII'|!_' '\I.II'||.I!.!|I|!
imn I|||_' torest I]-.usr .IrlJ .I”-"l-‘\-ll'l-_:
beech, hemlock, maple and other trees
to rake roor. In fact, nature’s process of

regeneration s already alarmingly ap-

parcnt around the base of some of the

.|<_-,|J plncs. Heml: --.L; .|I'|xE ]'ﬂ.'{'-c]'- treds
have raken root beneath the thick dulf &

of pine needles and begun o grow.

These trees, which are common A lifetime of savings shouldn't be entrusted to just
throuphout Vermonr, have a shorer anyone who buys space in a newspaper. Why choose

life span and can grow in a wide range Engel, Powell and Spivey? Ask around about us. You'll learn
of settings. Whire |'-!|w-_ on the other we have the highest integrity, the most sophisticated planning
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size they have reached in the Canfield
Fisher stand B02-362-1946

“It makes me sad o see them go
bit by bit," says Whire, “white pines are
a symbol of Vermont’s history.” In tacr,

the original Vermont state seal pic-

tured a large white pine very much like

one of the Canfield Fisher pines. The

.h!il:ll ree 1|1.|r servied as a :||:m]~:| for

= sfate '.|,1 ETCW Do .: I n the - = . ' 3
the state s ew not far from th Accounting » Taxation = Financial Planning
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Canfield Fisher stand unril 1978, when
It Was |'|-.-\.1.|| OVET 1N a sLoTm. Mot '."I:'I]'g.

has 1|‘|<_' _“'r.;|||| stare seal tree l.l:'L'l.l. If"ll-!.

according to White, as the state seal

Itl.:l\ heen rL'-uEL':‘i',:HL'xl. "f]'m' [ree g rured

on the seal has gradually come 1o look

more like a spruce or a fir tree. | guess Art or Antiques to Akron? Lariats to Laramie?
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precious,” he says. *lt will be a long
rime before the conditions are right for
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