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BY GEOFFREY NORMAN

PHOTOGRAPHY BEY HUBERT SCHRIEBL

A Fifteen Round
Writer

Bill Heinz: war correspondent,
sports columnist, novelist,

n a lovely, balmy Septem-

ber day = the kind we see far

too rarely in Vermone—I

pull up outside the Village

at Fillmore Pond on the outskirts of

Bennington, Vermonr, feeling whart |

assume are the common qualms. The

place is, after all, full of old people. You

can call them “seniors” all you want but

it doesn't change what they are—old

people. Mobody likes to be reminded

thar he, roo, will ger old. And chat's if
you are lucky.

But, then, if you want wisdom and

you like listening to stories from older and, perhaps, better
times, then you have come to the right place. Inside these
walls, you'll find thousands of vears of wisdom, hundreds and

and
Vermonter

One of the great

storytellers of
American journalism
lives here and
I've come to

visit him.

hundreds of stories. In fact, one of the
great storytellers of American journal-
ism lives here and I've come to visit
him. He was one of the first people |
met when | came o live in Vermont,
over 20 years ago. He was an idol of
mine (1 was trying to be a writer) be-
fore 1 met him and the longer | knew
him, and the more of his work 1 read,
the more strongly 1 felt that way. It was
hero worship, I suppose, but that's okay
because, recently, the rest of the Amer-
ican reading public has caught up with
me.

I leave the car unlocked (hard to imagine a car thief
working this turf) and go inside. The lobby is bright and spa-
cious and a few people sit on couches visiting. One man
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Nothing looks
better or cooRs
better...
absolutely
nothing

390 Depot StreetRoutes 11 &30

Brook Valley

Manchester Center, VT 05255 miakes his way through the lobby, very

APPLIANCE SALES & SERVICE 802-362-1045 800-297-1045 slowly, using a walker. A companion
moves along with him. 1 write my

HOURS: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Frii 8:30-5:00 e-mail; brookvalsales@adelphio.net name and the time in the sign-in

Tues $:00 - 500, Sat &:00-4:00 website: brook. hormeappliances.com book and the receptionist gives me di-

rECrions.

“Thank you,” | say, starting down
the hall and thinking how far this is
from the turf where Bill Heinz made
I‘Iih e,

Back then, when there were more

One Less Thin g to Learn A b out. than hall a dozen daily papers in New

York Ciry, he was known to millions

| of tough and discriminaring readers as

The hard work is done, We understand | "W.C. Heinz! Many of them agreed
insurance, so vou don't have to. Come to WH. Shaw with rthe assessment of some of his

: o . contemporaries and friends who in-
Insurance for coverage tailored to your needs, helpful & S PR e e e B
cluded Grantland Rice, Red Smith,

. - a1y & 3 i T 3 2 P
knowledgeable people, and no lgarumg CUrve. Jimmy Cannon, Paul Gallico, and

Fred Graham; namely that among the
giants who practiced their crafe in the
You don't have to learn a thiﬂg... golden age of American sportswriting,
Bill Heinz was the greatest of them

except our phone number: 802-362-1311

You could overwork all kinds of

: sports metaphors to describe what
The Insurance Solution:

made Bill Heinz special.  You could
today and for the past 90 years. : : 5

say that he could hit for average and

W.H. Shaw with power; that he had speed and en-
Insurance durance; that he had the versatility to

A I play any position. And so on and, re-
Ao o . .
£ ‘::‘rf_]_::jkm.m“' diously, so forth. Bur the thing about

e ; ; e Heinz is that he was always so much
35 Bonnet St, Manchester Center, VT 05255 i i

R202-362-1311 or www.whshawinsurance.com more than a sportswriter. He wrote

about sports, certainly, and did ir bril-
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BO2-362-2762 PERUYTEAOL.COM
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liantly, But he was never merely coy-
ering games and glorifying ballplayers.
You sensed, when vou read Heinz,
that he knew something, some big
truth thar allowed him to i;w:]'- SpOrts
in perfect perspective. Perhaps it was

wha bmcﬂced t:hmr
in the
gﬂ'de_n_ a..sf-‘-af'

because, before he covered some of

the most memorable l\ux:uu matches
ever—fights like Graziano/Zale—he
had followed American soldiers across
Europe, from Normandy to the Elbe.
Mo less an authority than Stephen

Ambrose considers Heinz the finest

A World-Class Set&cﬂan of Games
and Puzzles for after Skiing

Game playing with friends and family
is the leading social
activity of the twenty-first century,
802-362-2756

Butwoon Manchester and Arlington, by Basketville

6377 Rte 7A Sunderland Vt 05250

of the correspondenrs who covered
that war.

Heinz, though, was more than a
newspaperman; not that he would
consider it anvthing less than an
honor to be considered an able and
honest reporeer. In 1957, when his

success as a magazine writer had made
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Premier Senior Living Community

Gorgeous views
Tastetul decor
Fabulous food

Social events

Thoughtful care

"/, « Independent Living
. .- ‘ F - - -

: -;—}'f'fff + Assisted Living

300 Village Lane,
Bennington, VT 05201

inext to the Center for the Arts)

802-447-7000
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- Just possibly
New
England’s
finest
Sfurniture
store.

el

A STORE You CaAN TRUST
Where you can depend on Quality.

TEETSS Mon.-Sat 9:30 to 5:30. Sunday Noon to 5:00.
RO2-442-9100 = 802-442-8802 = Business Route TA, Bennington, VT
DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
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him financially secure (for a writer,
anyway) he rook a year away from the
pressure of reporting and deadlines to
write the novel he had been thinking
abour for years. He worked on the
book—a story about a prizefighter
and, more importantly, an honest
trainer, for 11 months. Shortly before
the publication of The Professional, a
cable arrived from Cuba. Ernest
Hemingway had read an advance
copy of the book and pronounced it
*the only good novel abour a fighrer |
have ever read and an excellent first
novel inits own right.”

The novel, while never a best-
seller, became one of those books that
generated a devout following of loyal-
ists who pressed it on others and kept
it alive by their ardor and word of
mouth. The Professional was optioned
several times for film and one screen-
play was considered by the late acror
Walter Mathau who said it was simply

Walter Mathau said
The Professional
was simply
too good to ever

be ruined
by some
movie maker.

too good o ever be ruined by some
movie maker. Too good tw be made,
in orther words. The most dedicated
of the book’s admirers may have been
other writers who recognized its seam-
less craftsmanship, its clean, spare
language, and the way thar Heinz did
it without tricks. The most recent
edition of The Professional comes, al-
most predictably, with an introduc-
tion by Elmore Leonard.

Heinz also wrote books abour the
world of medicine and was the co-au-
thor of a lictle volume of fiction that
had been rejected by 17 publishers.
The original texe was the work of a
doctor from Maine who had served as
a combat surgeon in Korea. Heinz,
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The 1932 Remington typewriter
that he took to war is on his
desk and he still uses it, though
rarely.

who knew medicine and war and,
more importantly, the art of fiction,
saw what the raw manuscript needed
il] 1,![L|I.:T [y |.‘L'L'1 MR A I‘H.\'&".'I. ’rh{' ViET-
sion that he reworked was published
as M*ARS*H and it spawned, of
course, a popular, iconoclastic film
and one of the most highly rared,
longest running series in the history of
television. It also made Alan Alda
the sensitive-man star of his rime,

The version that he
reworked was published
as MFA*S¥H* and it
spawned a film and one

of the most highly
rated, longest-running
series in the history of
television

though you would have ro imagine
that Heinz, who always preferred guys
who liked musty fight clubs, would
have had a tough rime staying in
the same room with Alda who was
a phony anti-phony.  Heinz is the
real deal.

He greets me, cordially, ar the
door to his tidy, one room apartment

Candy
without
the guilt..

The Candy Coulura
Collection leaturing
armefhyst, oquamarine,
paridol ard other
delicious stones with
18 kawat gold lubes
starfing at $1500
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Your Source:

SALES & SERVICE

Contract Pricing quoted. Refer to our Area Services listing
on pages 134-135 for more information.

362-3706

Bonnet Street, Manchester Center, VT 05255
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PROUD TO BE

“BLUE OVAL” CERTIFIED...

being blue oval certified, is all
about doing whatever it takes to
make your ownership experience
pleasant.

We offer free local shuttle service.
Daily and weekly rentals,
from sub compact to full size luxury sedans.
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Jeep
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on the first floor. The 1932 Reming-
ton typewriter that he ook to war is
on his desk and he still uses ir, though
rarely. He is stooped and he does not
walk so much as shuffle, using a cane
to get to his chair.  Still, he offers to
ger me something to drink and his
smile is genuine and you sense, quick-
ly, that there is nothing feeble abour
his recall. 1 ask him about the great
fights, and fighters, he once covered
and he is off.

*Rocky Graziano,” he says, "gor

He liked to laugh and
he had a way of
puncturing pomposity.
You didn’t have to work

at all to imagine him

fitting in around the city

rooms, bars, and gyms
of New York as
effortlessly as he

occupied his own skin.

in rrouble with this very powerful DA
named Frank Hogan ..."

The story of Graziano's political
woes leads, inevitably, to the ring and
one of those epic brawls. Frail, now,
Heinz cannot pantomime the fight
and the punches the way he did when
 firse met him. My wife and | had just
moved to Vermont from New York,
A neighbor invited us to dinner and
when he learned [ was a writer, asked
Bill and Berty Heinz as well.

| had read some of Heinz's great
sports journalism, back then, includ-
ing one of his newspaper stories that
was collecred in an anthology | car-
ried around called The Fireside Book of
Baschall. 1t was the only sample of
Heinz's writing 1 could find on short
notice to show my wife before we
went to the dinner party. The piece



was about a baseball pitcher who is sent
down o the minors and is the last
know it. My wife loved the piece and
told Heinz so. He was, as always, gra-
CLOLIS:

Bur we hoth wondered, when we
got home, why he was in Vermont. He
seemed, even in semi-retirement, an
utter Mew Yorker. He used phirases like
“jertkwater rown,” and he clipped the
words off like he was using shears. He
liked ro laugh and he had a way of punc-
turing pomposity.  You dido’t have to
work ae all to imagine him fitting in
around the city rooms, bars, and gyms of
New York as effortlessly as he occupied
his own skin.

Heinz did his work on M*A*5%H,
in 1968, a long way in miles and spirit
from those venues. By then, he and his
wife, Betty, were living in a house on
some 220 acres they had bought on
Nichols Hill in Dorser, Vermont,  But
Heinz unlike many of the writers who
come to Yermont was not a refugee. For

-

gevaeNr 'y d ay elegance

Come in to see the
unique items in our
showroom and speak
to a designer who
can help you create
a tasteful, beautiful

and inviting home.

5081 MAIN STREET
MANCHESTER CENTER

Monday through Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

;JQPA_H Home Furnnhmum[ntumr Design . (803) 362-1086
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There’s a new furniture
store in Manchester!
great styles & competitive prices

i |

4Town & Country

HOME FURNISHINGS

4676 Main Strect, Manchester 802-302-5112 « Toll free 877-302-5112

-
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o N. KEEN _.: CO.

gifts « accessovies

home fumishings -

Where vou will find “the very thing” |

] Our beautiful new store; across from Orvis,
is brimming with perfect gift inspirations,

accessories and home fumishings.

Help us celebrate our new location—
receive a free gife with vour purchase!

Excluding sale merchandise.

Across from Orvis...
4181 Historic Route 7A, Manchester Village, VT 05254
open daily 10-5:30 = 802.362.9950
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the Mormandy invasion, the Bartle of
the Bulge and the last days of the
fighting in Germany. He wrote about
the ordeals and the courage of the or-
|_|1'n;1r1,' soldier in the clean, unadomed
prose that became his trademark.
Some of his dispatches were recently
collected in a volume called When We
Were Ome: Stories of World War Two.
They are as compelling today as they
were when people following the war
read them in the papers, back in Amer-

“Mr. Heinz, allow me

to give you a piece
of advice. Don’t
ever let
anyone tell you how
to write.”

ica. Of the war, Heinz, who talks vol-
ubly abour the rest of his career, says
simply, “You couldn’t write it badly.”

When he came home, he was of-
fered the job of covering something
he believed he could write badly.
“They wanted me to go to Washing-
ton and write politics.”

He declined and asked for sports.
At first, his request was refused. Hard
to imagine why and, quickly, someone
realized that there was a perfect mar-
riage waiting to be consummared. He
spent one day on the city desk and
then moved to sports. In 1948, he got
his own column. [t was called the
Spert Scene.

If those were grear days for spores
in Mew York, it was the age of Dericles
for sports writing. Television was in
its raw infancy and, ar best, provided
only flickering black and white im-
ages of distant men hitting a ball or
each other, To get the feeling for the
game and the players, you went to the
papers and writers like Jimmy Canon,
Red Smith, and Heinz who rransmit-
ted all the nuance and the drama of
the games and the character of the
athletes in a kind of street-lyrical lan-
puage thar was effartless ro read and
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American Hairlines
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our professionals give

to detail in styling,
cosmetics, manicuring,
pcdicuri ng and massage.

Experience the difference.

)

Aveda Skin Care & Cosmetics, Sebastian, TIGI Bed Head
Paul Mitchel, & Aveda Hair Care

Open 6 days, 2 evenings, closed Sunday
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§ SWEATERS
ETC @

Hand Knit Sweaters
Direct from the Designer Prices

Open Daily

Village Shops at The Equinox
Union Street Manchester Village, YT 05254
#02-362-1878
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Getting away from
it all is one thing.

Going without
the right wine
is quite another.

Gourmet market, wine shop,
butcher, seafood
and full-service deli.
Phone, fax or e-mail your order ahead!

Phone B02-297-1933

Open seven days

Route 30 o Bopdville, Venmont

Eax 802-297-1920

painfully difficult to write. Red
Smith, one of them, said it besg
“Writing is easy. You just sit down at
the typewriter and open a vein.”
Heinz, especially, became master
of a technigque—"fly-on-the-wall," it
was called—where the writer mkes
the reader into almost intimate prox-
imity with the subject, remaining vir-
rually invisible throughour. It is Casy
ter do badly. Heinz—Ilike Smith and,
Frank Graham—did it
Two hundred and fifry

especially,
beauritully.
times a year.
While the craft required an al-
most stoic discipline, the life was
good. You would go down to Florida
to cover spring training; out o Ken-
tucky for the Derby; Chicago for
ArmyMNorre Dame.
trains with sleepers where the sheets

You went on

were clean and crisp and you arte
prime rib in the dining car off heavy
china. “Today,"” Heinz tells me, “they
travel everywhere on airplanes and it’s
not the same.  Airplanes are like fly-
ing busses.”

Heinz and his friends were ring-
side at the Garden for the champi-
onship fights and in the presshox at
Yankee Stadium or Ebbers Field or the
Polo Grounds for the World Series.
They hung around Stillman's Gym
and listened to fight talk. They had
tables ar Toots Schor's.

In the late 40%, Betry and Bill start-
ed a family and moved w Old Green-
wich, Connecticut. One of his neigh-
bors was Red Smith. Life was good.

But the newspaper business was
I..,"]‘Il’ﬂ,'l.‘i]‘l!_: []'IL" [\1|1g ILll..,"l..,'llil"ll.,' r;‘l.ll LA AL
New York ¢o from 9 dailies o 3.
When the Sun folded in 1950, Heinz
was offered work at the surviving pa-
pers but he was tired of filing every
day. “I'd been fighting three rounders
and now | wanted to move up and see
if 1 could go eight rounds.  Maybe
ren.” Boxing was always his favorite
sport to cover, his most comforrable
milieu, and his language is still full of
irs locurions.

He and Berry had owo daughters
but he took a chance on his ability o
earn a living doing longer work, for
magazines, and in the 50% wrote sto-
ries that over the last three of four



years have been widely republished and
led o a kind of resurrection to include,
to his amusement, a picce in Vanity Fair
magazine and anorher in Entertainment
Weekly calling his literary rediscovery
the "Comeback of the Season.”

Three of Heinz's most memorable
stories from the 50'% are included in a
massive collection called, The Best
American Spores Whiting of the Centuery.
The century in question, of course, is
the 20th. But the book could as easi-
ly have been called The Best Sports
Whriting Ever,

At noon, Heinz invites me to join
him for lunch. He speaks to people in
the dining room and he is, plainly, a
favorite among the waitresses. One of
them brings a eranberry juice, without
asking, and takes his order.  Beef
strogranoff.

*Try the soup,” he says. “They
have good soup here.”

He tells more stories while we
wait for our food. Stories about the
athletes | idolized as a kid and he cov-
ered when they, and he, were in their
primes.  Ted Williams. Jackie Robin-
son. Rocky Marciano.

He was covering one of the evenrts
that changed sports—the first Cassius
Clay/Semny Liston fight in 1964
when his own life changed rerribly.

While he was in Miami, ar the
fight, his older daughter, Barbara, fell
ill. Hl..‘[l‘:.-‘ drove her to the ]m_l;pir-,ﬂ
and on the way, Barbara said, “Mom,
I'm going o die.”

Betty told Bill to get to the hospi-
tal quickly but Barbara was gone be-
fore he arrived.

“That," he says carefully, *is what
brought us back to Vermont. Barbie
had a great year at a camp, in Dorset
Hollow, the year before.  She had
been named camper of the year and

We’re open

and always
blooming !

Come enjoy the
colors and fragrances
of the season in our
greenhouses and
garden shop.

Open daily. Route 30, Dorset 802.325.3007 mettoweemillnursery.com

Everything
you need

for your lawn
and garden, from

Professionals in
landscape design
and planting for
nearly three decades.

Stop by for o
fittle inspiration
anytime of year.
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180 Elm St. {down the block from Al Ducci’s)

Wednesday - Sunday: 11-5
VISA, MC, AMEX, Discover

Also exhibiting at the Artists Guald of Manchester
Rts 11 & 30, Manchester Ctr. 802-362-4450

Fine, Handcrafted
Gold and Silver
Jewelry

Manchester Center
B02-352-0965
or by appointment

LIFE IS FLEETING.

DON’T
MISS IT.

AN MACKENZIE

PO Box 1127 - Middietown Springs
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weddings,

spe

cial

childre
events,

homes and gardens

Hredivg

she'd fallen in love. We took her

ashes up there.”

years later,
First,

And a couple of
moved there themselves. to a
place in rown and then to the 220
acres on Nichols Hill. Bill kept work-
He M*A*S*H  there.
Richard Hornberger, his co-author
“He'd hit golf balls out
into the pasture where Junior Nichols’

1. WIoe

WL ?llikl visit.
cows were grazing.”

He

his maost underrared boak, [:'th._-;-'_ig‘_'1|._'_~.'.

alsoo wrote what he considers

It is a novel that weaves rogether
many distinet stories. The nucleus of
the book is a hospital emergency
room. Heinz would spend his weelks
ar Albany Medical Center, research-
ing the book, then drive home for the
weekend. He had always been disci-
plined, almost compulsive, in his re-
search but in this case, there may
have been something a little more. It
his

Was never (,lk'.ilf {'.\;l_ll;'!]'!.' ".‘.'|'|.1'|1

daughter had died from. Toxic shock,
perhaps. In some sense, he may have
been trying to ger ar the mystery in
the research and writing of that book.
"Some of those chaprers,” he says
now, “are my best work.”
He and Betty involved them-

selves in the community. In the
Dorser Nursing Associarion and the
School,
Heinz took on as a cause when the

town of Manchester wanted to buy

Mountain  Laurel which

the building for what Heinz consid-
ered an unfairly low price.

“I didn't like anyone taking any-
thing from retarded children,” Hein:
says. He wrote letters to the editor and
campaigned relentlessly for the board
o do what he theught was the right
thing by the children the school served.

The controversy ended—ro use
fight vernacular—in a split decision.
The town paid more than it had orig-
inally offered bur Heinz
thoughe fair.

less than

“It was one of my losses.”
In the carly 90, Berry developed
Alzheimer’s.  After two alarming

oft

alone, Heinz devored himself to look-

episodes where she wandered

ing after her. The rediscovery of his

work from four decades earlier, which



began with an anthology edited by
Halberstam and really took off when
Sports Hlustrated published a long pro-
file abour Heinz in Seprember 2000,
meant nothing to Betty and is some-
thing that Heinz, himself, finds grari-
fying but also amusing.

“You work hard,” he says, "and
you take pride in the work. Bur it’s
the work, in the end, that is the im-
portant thing. Not the person.”

When Betty died early in 2002,
Heinz left the home on Nichols Hill,
where they had lived for 35 years, and
moved to Bennington where we are
finishing our lunch.

What about the property, 1 ask.

“We're working on a sale,” he
says, “and the proceeds will go to the
University of Vermont Medical
School’s  pediatrics  department.
When we made our first gift to the
school, we walked our of the room
and Betty said, "This makes me feel so

“It gets back to the
soldiers | wrote about.

They were the heroes.
Not the football
players.”

good.” Thart's why you do it.

“I've always thought rhat | was
fortunate and that | owed something.
It gers back ro the soldiers | wrote
about. They were the herces. Mot
the foothall players.”

Lunch is over and he is tiring. |
thank Heinz for his rime and he shuf-
fles back to his room.

Some life, | think, as | slide under
the wheel, start the engine, and pull
out of the parking lot. The day seems
even more brilliane than hefore.

Some life, for sure. It would rake
a W. C. Heinz to write it.

Cieoffrey Novman is a nowelise and a con-
tributing editor of the National Geographic
Adventure Magazine and STRATTON
MAGAZINE.
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